18th 3epterber, 19385,

pr. 14sz21d Siklossy.

Ye bave Just returned from our most successful
holiday, ‘and I was very pleased to find your letter of
September Y4th among my mail. If I have pot replisd to
your previous letter, which was forwarded to me, 1 vust
gpologise. Cur time was very fully occupied, snd I iried,
in fact, xo keap awsy fromrall carrespondenca}

I wes g0 pleased to hesr of your time which you
spent here in Iondon in such & very wseful way, and we both
were so very Rhappy to have had the opportunity to see more
of you during your sojourn here. I am 80 pleased that I
had the opportunity to do a sketch of you, end would be
glad to hear what kind of reception 1% had !romnyour family.

You are guite right to sug¢est that I should
addrass a few lines to our friend Iir. Legrady, and I myself
had the feeling to do so. I mast ask you now kindly to
let me have by return his “full name and address, and as
soon as I receive these I will write to him.

I sm so pleased to know that thi  your end Dr.
Legrady's kindness my book is to be trami

‘It seems only s pity‘that‘it will not bew‘mr'sale, Your”

idea %o ‘'write &3 & preface & very short aceount of ™y 1ite
18 an excellent one, but 1 would prefer to heve it as short
as Qossible. ag at present, &s ycu know, I am eecupying
myself / -




myself/

- #ith the writing of my life, end need all the detsils for

that purpose. 1 think, Bbowever, you wlll be satisfied with .
whet I will bave %o say, and I will lst you heve it next
wvesk. I will also let you have a photograph of myseif in
militery uniform. I you wisk to beve & photograph taken
in 1800, you will find plenty of these a% Strelisky's, who
tock verious photographs of my wife and me when we returned
to Budapest after our marriage. -This wuas in the summer of
that year, aand some of them ere in Hungarian national dress.
If you reproduce a Hungariasn genre picture, I would like i%
to be the one which I kunow is at the lusic Academy, called
"Ave ¥arie", and I will let you have & photograph of the
Zach Felicien picture which is here in England, that which
you mention muet, I ithink, be unly a study for the big ’
picture.

I am very gréteful indeed to you for sending me
the photograph of my portrait of the late Prime Hinister Dr.
Wekerle, and that of the little girl, which I paintad when
twenty yearag o0ld. It was & great su“arise to mé to see
the-gualities of Dr. Wekerle’s portrsit, and the oxpression
in it tekes me back to those happy hours which I spent with
him and his family in & resl Eungarian manor &t bhis country
place. I have the happiest memories of his gemiins,
sympathetic personslity. 1 am very.sorry to see from the
photograph that the picture is in such bad condition. I
do not believe anythiug has Been done to it sxnce 1 painted
it, which must now be forty-ﬁwo years 8go.

Mey I now ask you a favour? I hesr on good
authority thet my portrait of the fisgent tiorthy needs a
second varnish, &s the first was not very successful, and
I would like this to be done’ imnediately, before the picture -
is exhibited at the &emzeti Salon. I am sure you could
a?nrc&ch semecne in the museum who would knon how %o varnxsh
the portrait with Vernis & Retoucher {Vibert) and that of
Wekerle would need & therough cleaning and a Mastic Varrnish.
It wmust be done, and naturally I will willingly bear the
expense.

Dr. 1dszld Siklosasy. -2 18.90138.

o n W -



1 am very proud of this picture of ﬁ\ 1o, and would love
0 know it in good comdition. I wish that it %oo could bhe.
added to the portraits which are to be shoun this autuma at
the Kemzeti Salon Portrait Bxzhibition, zs an exsuple of one
of my esrlieat official works.

Budspest has agein had her illustriouws guest, the
Prince.of ¥eles, which must, as on bis first visis, heve
eaused greet excitenent. 1 seems thet his Hungerisn blood
gives him sn instinctive love for deal old BHungery, snd it
{8 certainly of importance thet he hes stayed at GB4B11G,
end beesn shooting there in the Hegent's company. Ko doubt
1¢ will increase the interest and sympathy of the British
people, £nd may be useful in days to come in helping %o
ameliorate the sorrows of Bungary. Be&rczi must rejoice
thet he had the privilege of meeting him in such unusual
circumstences, who I aw sure must nave been most charming to
him.

Since we ssw you we have had a most delightful
time in. Selzburg, where we enjoyed ths musie, and, to keep
out of the crowd, lived in a small village half an hour's
Journey from the towm. Prom thero we went to Badgsstein,
which we simply:loved for its wonderful walks in the glorious
mountains. From therae, after three woeks, we vent to Venice,
where we stayed at the Villa Malcontents on the Bremte, eand
came intec Venice just to see wiat we wanted and rejoice im
the Titien colleection. Xow we sre back agaln in our very
busy life, end I must try now to spend less time with portrait
peinting, end really begin my large work, snd also concentirate
on wiiting my life.

Now I must not keep you longer, desr friend. I

1ike to write to you because I know you are inlterested in
everything/

Dr. Ldszlo ‘Siklossy. -3= 18.9.55.




averything/ . :
i bhave to $ell. you, and I now laok Lorward to uleasant
news from you. .- . ..

Let me know how the President of the-Parliement
tas teken the news thet there is a desire to show the
picuure 81 the Jubilee Exhibition of the Hemzeti Selon.

\ When will the official presentation of the
picture take place in the Parliament? _

My wife joine me in our. very warmest greetings
to you end yoar wife.. . U .

7

Bellisve me, -

Dr. Ldszld Siklossey. -4= 18.9.35.
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