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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, 15th April, 1919. 

[ O F F I C I A L REPORT.] 

The House met at a Quarter before 
Three of the clock. 

The CLERK AT THE TABLE (Sir Courtenay 
Ilbert) informed the House of the unavoid­
able absence of Mr. Speaker from this 
day's Sitting. 

Whereupon Mr. WHITLEY, the Chairman 
of Ways and Means, proceeded to the 
Table and, after Prayers, took the Chair 
as DEPUTY-SPEAKER, pursuant to the 
Standing Order. 

PRIVATE BUSINESS. 
Private Bills [Lords] (Standing Orders not 

previously inquired into complied with), 
—Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER laid upon the 
Table Report from one of the Examiners 
of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in 
the case of the following Bills, originat­
ing in the Lords, and referred on the 
First Reading thereof, the Standing 
Orders not previously inquired into, 
which are applicable thereto, have been 
complied with, namely: 

Bankers' Guarantee Trust (Transfer) 
Bill [Lords]. 

D. H. Evans and Company Bill 
[Lords]. 

Legal and General Life Assurance 
Society Bill [Lords]. 

Ordered, That the Bills be read a second 
time. 

Private Bi l l Petitions (Standing Orders not 
complied with),—Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER 
laid upon the Table Report from one of 
the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, That, in the case of the Petition 
for the following Bil l , the Standing 
Orders have not been complied with, 
namely: 

City and South London Railway. 

Ordered, That the Report be referred to 
the Select Committee on Standing Orders. 

City of London Police Bi l l , 

Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER la d upon the Tab!e 
Report from one of the Examiners of 

Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bil l , referred pur­
suant to the Order of the House of the 
7th Apri l , the Standing Orders which 
are applicable thereto have been com­
plied with, namely: 

City of London Police Bil l . 

St. George's Church, Oxford, Bi l l , 

Read the third time, and passed. 

Bournemouth Gas and Water Bi l l , 

As amended, considered; to be read the 
third time. 

Pensions Funds (Cardiff) Provisional 
Order Bi l l , 

" To confirm a Provisional Order under 
Section 8 of the Police Act, 1893, uniting 
the Police and Fire Brigade Pension 
Funds of the city of Cardiff," presented 
by Sir HAMAR GREENWOOD; read the first 
t.me; and referred to the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, and to be 
printed. 

Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Bi l l , 
Tees Conservancy Bi l l , Tyne Improve­
ment Bi l l , Belfast Harbour Bi l l , Dublin 
Port and Docks Bills, Dover Harbour 
Bil'., Swansea Harbour Bi l l , Bristol 
Corporation Bil l , Blyth Harbour Bi l l , 

Reported, with Amendments, from the 
Joint Committee on Dock and Harbour 
Bills; Reports to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed. 

Manchester Corporation Bi l l , 

Petition for additional provision; 
referred to the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 

SHIPPING ACCOMMODATION. 

1. Mr. CLOUGH asked the Parliamen­
tary Secretary to the Overseas Trade 
Department whether he is aware of the 
very large number of men who are 
urgently needed in a'.l parts of ths world 
to fill the posts which they gave up tem­
porarily to come home and fight, and who 
yet cannot return owing to the failure of 
the authorities to provide the promised 
shipping for them even after the lapse of a 
reasonable period of time; whether this 
delay is prejudicing our trade prospects; 
and whet'ier he w.ll use his influence to 
expedite their return 1 

A 

* 
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Sir A. STEEL-MAITLAND (Department 
of Overseas Trade): I am fully aware of the 
importance and urgency of the matter to 
which the hon. Member refers. I t has 
been engaging my attention, and every 
effort is being mane, with the co-operation 
of the Ministry of Shipping and the War 
Office, to secure passages for these men 
as speedily as possible. 

WAR DECORATIONS. 

2. Colonel BURN asked the Secretary of 
State for War if i t is intended to grant a 
medal to those old non-commissioned 
officers who joined as instructors in answer 
to the call of the late Lord Kitchener, and 
who have trained men continuously 
throughout the War? 

The SECRETARY of STATE for WAR 
(Mr. Churchill): A fu l l statement as to 
the award of medals for service during the 
present War wil l be published shortly. 
The claims of the non-commissioned 
officers referred to by my hon. and gallant 
Friend have not been overlooked. 

4. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir F. HALL 
asked the Secretary of State for War 
whether the general service war medal 
ribbon has alrfeady been issued to many 
units; whether i t has up to the present 
been given to the London Territorials 
serving overseas; and, i f not, whether he 
wil l immediately take steps for the issue of 
the ribbon to this body of men so that they 
may be able to wear i t On the occasion of 
their march through London ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: No issues of the 
ribbon for the British War Medal have yet 
been made. I t is hoped to commence 
issue at an early date. 

22. Captain HACKING asked the Secre-
of State for War if , in view of the dis­
satisfaction felt throughout the country 
at the delay in the issue of the 1914-15 star 
war medals to soldiers, or those depen­
dants legally entitled to receive them, he 
wil l give immediate instructions to have 
the preparation of the medal rolls 
hastened and the issue of medals carried 
out without more delay? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: The delay in com­
pleting the rolls has been due to the fact 
that the Record Offices have been fully 
occupied with demobilisation work. Now 
that this work has decreased, every effort 
wi l l be made to expedite matters. 
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24. Lieutenant-Colonel P O W N A L L 
asked the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is yet in a position to give a 
decision with regard to the issue of a medal 
to Territorials who were serving on the 
4th August, 1914, and who volunteered for 
foreign service ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I am not in a posi­
tion to make a statement at the moment, 
but I hope to be able to do so very 
shortly. 

27. Colonel YATE asked the Secretary 
of State for War whether, considering 
that the Admiralty on the 23rd August, 
1918. in gazetting the award of the Dis­
tinguished Service Cross to an officer of 
the Royal Indian Marine, specially stated 
that the award was for valuable services 
in the defence of Kut-el-Amara, there is 
any objection on the part of the War 
Office similarly to distinguish between, 
awards for the defence of Kut and awards 
for services rendered in connection with 
other military operations i f i Mesopo­
tamia ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I would refer my 
hon. and gallant Friend to the answer 
given to his question of the 9th Apri l , in 
which he was informed that i t is customary 
when gazetting awards for services in the 
field to specify the theatre of operations 
only, without indicating the actual jplaco 
or action in respect of which the awards 
were conferred. I f we were to republish 
the Kut rewards in the manner sug­
gested, we could not consistently refuse 
to publish similar details in the case, for 
example, of rewards for the Battles of 
Ypres, the Gallipoli landing, the Battle 
of the Somme, and so on. In fact, i t 
would mean republishing practically all 
the old "Gazettes," which is quite im-
praticable. 

Colonel YATE: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman tell me about how many 
awards have been granted for the defence 1 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I could only do that 
in answer to a question. 

Colonel YATE: I wi l l put down a 
question. 

BRITISH PRISONERS I N GERMANY. 

3. Brigadier - General Sir OWEN 
THOMAS asked the Secretary of State 
for War whether all sick and wounded 
British prisoners from Germany have 
arrived in England; and whether there 

* 
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are any and, if so, bow many cases of ex-
prisoners of war or other soldiers suffering 
from loss of memory or shell shock who 
have not yet been claimed or identified ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: According to the 
information I have, there are two British 
prisoners of war sick and untransportable 
still left in Germany, and there is one man 
not an ex-prisoner of war at present in 
France, regarding whose identification 
there is some uncertainty, and whose case 
is at present being investigated. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY PENSIONS 
AND GRANTS. 

MRS. ADA SIVERNS, WEDNESBURY. 

5. Mr. ALFRED SHORT asked the 
Secretary of State for War whether, seeing 
that his attention was called on 13th 
February to the case of Mrs. Ada Siverns, 
of Wednesbury, wife of Gunner Ernest 
Siverns, No. 81355, 124th Brigade, 37th 
Division, Royal Field Artil lery, British 
Expeditionary Force, and that the case 
was referred to the Special Grants Com­
mittee, he will say whether inquiry has 
now been made; whether the Wednesbury 
local naval and military pensions com­
mittee recommended the re-issue of Mrs. 
Sivern's separation allowance; and, if so, 
whether he wil l act accordingly? 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY to the 
WAR OFFICE (Mr. Forster): The Special 
Grants Committee have authorised the re­
issue of separation allowance as from the 
17th February last, and arrears have been 
paid from that date. 

RE-ENGAGED SOLDIER. 

33. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir FREDERICK 
HALL a k d the Pensions Minister if a 
Regular soldier who joined the Army in 
September, i898, served in the Sou'h 
Afr.can campaign, transferred to the 
Reserve in September, 1905, and re­
engaged in Section D in 1910, and, as the 
result of a communication from the Army 
authorities, re-engagi d on the Reserve for 
a further four years from May, 1914, is 
entit 'ei , after completing twenty and a 
half years' continuous service with the 
Colours and the Reserve and being in­
valided out a t r serving in the present 
Wa", to a pens on allowance; and, if so, of 
what amouni I 
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The PARLIANMENTARY SECRE­
TARY to the MINISTRY of PENSIONS 
(Colonel Sir James Craig): Jn the circum­
stances stated, if the soldier were inva­
lided out for a disability due to service he 
would receive a pension at least as large 
in amount as that which under the Royal 
Warrant of Apri l , 1918, corresponds to 
his rank and degree of disablement. I t 
is possible that he may be eligible for a 
higher pension by reason of his previous 
Army service, but that can only be 
decided on the facts of a particular case. 
If my hon. and gallant Friend has such a 
case in mind and will send me the par­
ticulars, I will have i t investigated. 

Sir F. H A L L : In the case of a man 
doing twenty or twenty and a-half years' 
service similar to this who has been de­
mobilised, would he be able to obtain a 
pension ? 

Sir J. CRAIG: Perhaps the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman will send me the case 
he has in mind. I would rather judge of 
i t in that way than make a statement in 
the House. 

NAVAL OFFICERS (COMPULSORY 

RETIREMENT). 

. 55. Sir CLEMENT KINLOCH-COOKE 
asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
what grounds i t has been decided to refuse 
naval officers who have reached the age 
of compulsory retirement, and have been 
continued on the Active Service list, the 
25 per cent, addition to their Active Ser­
vice pay granted to officers retired and 
continued to service? 

The CHANCELLOR of the EX­
CHEQUER (Mr. Chamberlain): I ask my 
hon. f r i end to be good enough to postpone 
this" question. I t should have been 
addressed to the Admiralty. 

WAR GRATUITY. 

61. Mr. T. WILSON asked whether a 
man who served as a ship's joiner in the 
Navy is entitled to the war gratuity; i f 
not, will he state the reason why, in view 
of the fact that electricians, boilermakers, 
and engineers who served under the same 
agreement, but were ranked as temporary 
officers, are entitled to the gratuity, and 
whether he will favourably consider the 
possibility of making a ship's joiner 
eligible. 

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
to the ADMIRALTY (Dr. Macnamara): 
I f my hon. Friend's question relates to a 
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[Dr. Macnamara.] 
ship's joiner who served under the special 
form of Mercantile Agreement known as 
T. 124, or one of its variants, the answer is 
in the negative. These men are excluded in 
view of the rate of pay received, the naval 
war gratuity being issuable only to naval 
ratings who received pay at naval rates. 

Mr. WILSON: Did not the right hon. 
Gentleman some time ago promise to con­
sider the right of these men to -be 
included ? 

Dr. MACNAMARA: The whole matter 
has been considered again and again. 

CANADIAN TROOPS 

(REPATRIATION). 
6. Mr. HURD asked the Secretary of 

State for War if he is arranging, or wil l 
endeavour to arrange, that the example of 
the Lnited Slates Navy may be followed, 
and Canadian troops now await ng re­
patriation be sent home upon available 
Bri t sh warships in view of the scarcity of 
merchant slipping? 

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
to the MINISTRY of SHIPPING (Colonel' 
Lesl'e Wilson): I have been asked to 
reply. The Admiralty have agreed to 
place certain warships at the disposal of 
the Ministry for the repatriation of 
troops, but the question of manning them 
is difficult, and is under discuss on 
between the Ad niralty and the Ministry 
of Shipping. In any case, I may say that 
no d'fficulty is now being experienced in 
provid ng sufficient tonnage for the num­
bers of Canadians in the Canadian Mi l i ­
tary authorities' programme. 

An HON. MEMBER: Can the hon. 
Gentleman say what class of ship ? 

Colonel WILSON: I f the hon. Member 
means what class of ship the Admiralty 
are providing, the class provided would 
be of the Magnificent and Mars type, and 
I understand that i t is under consideration 
that that class shall be provided at the 
present time. 

DEMOBILISATION. 
BRITISH TROOPS I N HOT CLIMATES. 

7. Mr. CLOUGH asked the Secretary of 
State for War whether there is any fur­
ther need for the retention of men over 

forty years of age in hot climates like that 
of Mesopotamia; and whether he wil l take 
steps to ensure that soldiers who have 
passed this age shall be at once sent home 
for demobilisation? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I would refer to the 
statement I made in the House on the 
25th of February last, in which I dealt 
fully with the question of troops in the 
East. Every effect has been made to 
bring home as many men as are demo-
bilisable before the hot weather sets in, 
subject to the requirements of the mini­
mum garrisons. Reliefs for troops in the 
East are being collected as rapidly as pos­
sible, but, as I explained in my statement 
on the 25th February, some time must 
necessarily elapse, as the personnel to 
form the drafts is mainly composed of 
those who re-enlist under conditions 
which entitle them to two or three 
months' furlough before proceeding 
abroad. 

The danger to health which would 
result in moving troops in the tropics 
during the hot weather and the question 
of shipping accommodation are further 
considerations which have to be borne in 
mind. 

Mr. RENDALL: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that a large number of 
men have been brought down in order to 
go home and then sent back, great dis­
content being caused by this? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I think i t quite 
possible there wil l be hitches and 
reversals of policy from time to time, 
owing to the shortage of shipping and the 
changing conditions under which we are 
facing these problems. 

Mr. RENDALL: Wil l he say whether 
there has been a reversal of policy in the 
last three or four weeks with regard to 
two or three regiments there ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I don't know of any. 

Mr. PEMBERTON B I L L I N G : Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that he gave 
an undertaking, in answer to a question in 
this House, that men over forty-two 
should be released, and do the War Office 
now propose to. retain them ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: A l l the undertakings 
which I have given are in the minds of the 
House. I have explained that we cannot 
release men until they can be replaced, 
and we cannot release them until they can 
be brought home through the provision of 
shipping. 
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Major MORRISON - BELL: In view of 
the great number of letters that we have 
received on this subject, can the right hon. 
Gentleman have some short statement 
printed dealing with i t ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes; I will . I should 
like to point out to my hon. Friend that 
the events of the last few weeks have made 
i t necessary, for the time being, to sus­
pend demobilisation in Egypt and India. 

1914 EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 

8. Mr. CLOUGH asked the Secretary of 
State for War whether he is aware that a 
number of the original 1914 Expeditionary 
Force are still retained with the Colours; 
and whether the time has arrived when 
these survivors should be summarily demo­
bilised in view of their long services ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: Such men as are 
eligible for demobilisation are being 
demobilised as rapidly as circumstances 
permit. Amongst them are, no doubt, a 
number of soldiers serving on normal 
engagements who have not completed 
their term of Colour Service, and who, of 
course, are not eligible for demobilisation. 

Sir F. H A L L : Is the right hon. Gentle­
man aware that members of the New Army 
who enlisted in 1914 have been retained 
and that i t is found very difficult to get 
them out? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I am afraid I do not 
quite follow. 

Sir F. H A L L : There are many men of the 
New Armies who joined in 1914 who have 
not yet been demobilised, and notwith­
standing communications that hon. Mem­
bers send we still find considerable diffi­
culty in getting these men of 1914 and early 
1915 who have been retained demobilised. 

Mr. CHURCHILL: Everything is being 
done to demobilise them as fast as possible, 
having regard to the practical difficulties 
of transport, climate, and replacement, 
and, as I say, over two millions have been 
demobilised since the beginning of the 
year. 

Sir F. H A L L : Wi l l he take it up with the 
various Departments specially concerned? 

Mr. ROSE: Wil l he cause to be circu­
lated more widely the Regulations in 
respect to demobilisation? 

Mr. SWAN : Is he aware that some of 
those who joined in 1914 have been re­
turned on furlough and are still sent back 
again to the Western Front? 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: They may be in 
particular categories, like those engaged 
in demobilising others, but that should not 
occur in any case where a man is not in a 
special category. I wi l l see what can be 
done to place a leaflet in the hands of hon. 
Members dealing with all these points. 

Sir J. BUTCHER: In preparing that 
leaflet wil l he set out the compassionate 
grounds more fully than we know them at 
present? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes; I will try to 
make i t complete. I may say I am con­
templating a considerable extension of the 
compassionate ground regulations. 

M E N OVER FORTY-ONE. 

14. Mr. RENDALL asked the Secretary 
of State for War if he is aware that men 
over forty-one have not all been dis­
charged; that Private F. A. Phillips, 
No. 407786, Royal Army Service Corps, 
attached to the 58th Field Ambulance, 
British Expeditionary Force, of Kings-
wood, Bristol, over forty-two years of age, 
is still detained; that younger men have 
left this ambulance; and is there any 
reason why this man should not be 
restored to his wife, family, and work? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: Private Phillips is 
not registered either as pivotal or for 
special release, nor is there trace of any 
application on his behalf having been re­
ceived by the War Office. I f this soldier's 
age is as stated by my hon. Friend, he 
would appear to be eligible for demobilisa­
tion, and, if so, he wil l be released as soon 
as circumstances permit. 

SHIPPING ACCOM MODATION. 

15. Mr. CLOUGH asked the Secretary 
of State for War whether his Department 
is responsible for the Repatriation 
Records Office at Winchester; whether he 
is aware that the inability to organise the 
handling of the thousands of cases is 
causing a large number of men to spend 
months in idleness and penury through 
failure of arrangements to provide ship­
ping accommodation to take them back to 
posts awaiting them; and whether he wil l 
say what action he will take in the matter? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: The establishment 
of the Repatriation Record Office, Win­
chester, has been increased. Officers and 
men are given the opportunity of electing 
for an immediate passage, in which case 
they continue to draw pay until the 
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[Mr. Churchill.] 
28th day after the expiration of the 
standardised voyage period. I f men are 
spending months of idleness as stated by 
my hon. Friend, they must have elected 
a deferred passage. I n that case they 
would have been informed before they so 
elected that a passage might not be 
available for some time subsequent to the 
date on which they wish to sail. They 
would therefore have to be in a position 
to maintain themselves and their depen­
dants whilst awaiting a passage, and this 
is a matter that they must have carefully 
considered before deciding not to take 
an immediate passage, as i t is very care­
fully impressed upon them before they 
make their decision. The Repatriation 
Office, Winchester, &we not responsible 
for providing shipping accommodation, 
but are dependent upon that which is put 
at their disposal from time to time by the 
Ministry of Shipping. 

NON-COMBATANT UNITS. 

20. Lieutenant - Colonel DALRYMPLE-
WHITE asked the Secretary of State for 
War if any preferential treatment as re­
gards demobilisation in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, Royal Army Service 
Corps, and other departmental units is 
given to men who enlisted in 1914-15 in 
combatant units, but who, as a result of 
wounds or sickness caused by active ser­
vice, were compulsorily transferred to 
non-combatant branches; and, if not, 
whether he wil l issue instructions that 
such men have priority over men who 
originally enlisted in non - combatant 
branches? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I regret I cannot 
entertain my hon. and gallant Friend's 
suggestion. Men who were transferred 
from fighting arms of the Service to de­
partmental corps must for the present be 
treated under the conditions appertaining 
to the corps to which they have been 
transferred. I f their qualifications are 
such as to render them demobilisable, 
they are being demobilised as occasion 
permits, subject to their liability to be 
temporarily retained until they can be re­
placed or their services dispensed with. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D A L R Y M P L E -
W H I T E : Yes, but wil l priority be given 
to such men, or will two men, for example, 
who joined the Royal Army Service 
Corps on the same day, one of whom 
enlisted for the R.A.S.C. and the other 
for Infantry, receive identical treatment 
as regards demobilisation ? 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: No, the man has 
been transferred to this corps, and he will 
be domobilised in that corps, according to 
age and length of service which he has 
as a soldier, and not given any special 
favour or priority over other men in the 
corps. 

LABOUR CORPS (AGRICULTURAL COMPANIES). 

25. Mr. SPOOR asked whether it has 
been decided to withdraw all soldiers in 
agricultural companies of the Labour 
Corps, together with those men of other 
units attached to the Labour Corps who 
are at present working on the land; anti 
whether, in view of the approaching seed­
time and the effect of removing labom 
from the land at this period, this decision 
will be reconsidered 1 

Mr. CHURCHILL: The answer to the 
first part of the question is in the affirma­
tive. This decision was arrived at by the 
Cabinet after very careful consideration ol 
all the aspects of the matter, and I regret 
that i t cannot be reconsidered from the 
military point of view. 

M E N I N THE FIFTIES 

26. Sir CLEMENT KINLOCH-COOKE 
asked the Secretary of State for War it 
he is aware that a number of 1914 and 1915 
men, some of whom have reached the age 
of fifty-five, are still detained in France on 
ammunition lorries; and whether, in view 
of the fact that the Government have seen 
fit to release from prison those men who 
style themselves conscientious objectors, 
he wil l take the necessary means to see 
that these men who entered the Service in 
1914 and 1915 are demobilised? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I t is no doubt the 
case that some men who are eligible for 
demobilisation have not yet been released, 
but the number demobilised since the 
Armistice is now approximately two and 
a half millions. This has entailed a vast 
amount of work and organisation and I 
do not think there should be any cause for 
complaint. Every effort is being made to 
release the remainder of those who are 
demobilisable at the earliest possible 
moment. I should think i t extremely un­
likely that men in the fifties are being re­
tained, although there might be a small 
number of exceptional cases. I f any 
specific cases are brought to notice steps 
wil l be taken to expedite their release. 

Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE: Can the 
right hon. Gentleman say how the Gov-
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eminent reconcile the discrimination 
between these two classes—the conscien­
tious objectors and the others ? 

Mr. DEPCJTY-SPEAKER : That would 
mean an argument. 

Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE : Not neces­
sarily. 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS. 

The following question stood on the 
Paper in the name of Colonel 
WEDGWOOD: 

28. To ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether conscientious objectors who have re­
turned to their unit at the expiration of their 
sentences, and are now awaiting court-martial, 
will be discharged from tho Army, or whether 
they are to be re-court-martialled in spite of 
the statement on 3rd April ? 

Colonel WEDGWOOD: As I have re­
ceived from the right hon. Gentleman 
privately satisfactory assurances on this 
point, I do not propose to put this 
question. 

2ND DEVON REGIMENT. 

9. Mr. LAMBERT asked the Secretary 
of State for War if , when the 2nd Devon 
Regiment, whose record in the War was 
the subject of a special French order of 
the day, returns to England, they will be 
permitted a special parade and reception 
at Exeter, the depot of the regiment and 
the capital of the county ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I would refer my 
hon. Friend to the reply given to a similar 
question asked by the hon. and gallant 
Member for Totnes on the lst April . The 
battalion mentioned wil l return from 
France as a cadre, but the date of its 
return is not yet known. The General 
Officers Commanding-in-Chief in the 
various commands have been instructed to 
communicate with lords lieutenant, lord 
mayors, and other authorities and to 
ascertain their wishes as regards the hold­
ing of triumphal processions in the big 
towns later on in the year. The General 
Officers Commanding wil l afford every 
facility and fu l l co-operation in carrying 
out such processions. 

Mr. LAMBERT: Wi l l due notice be 
given to the civic authorities of Exeter as 
to when the regiment will return? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: We are trying to 
givfs the longest possible notice, and I will 
see that the request of my right hon. 
Friend receives ful l attention. 
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MEN IMPRISONED I N EGYPT. 

13. Colonel WEDGWOOD asked the 
Secretary of State for War whether any, 
and, if so, how many men are still 
imprisoned in Egypt for refusing to 
accept transference from the Royal Army 
Medical Corps to combatant units; how 
long these men have been in prison; and 
whether he will now order their immediate 
release ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: I am making 
enquiries regarding this question, but am 
unable to make any statement to-day. 

TRENCHES (COUNTRY DISTRICTS). 

16. Major WHELER asked the Secre­
tary of State for War whether he is aware 
that a number of the trenches dug in the 
Sittingbourne district and throughout the 
country districts generally have not yet 
been filled i n ; that barbed wire entangle­
ments still remain fixed, with the result 
that the land taken by the military autho­
rities for these purposes is useless for 
cultivation, and the cultivation of sur­
rounding land is impeded; and what steps 
he proposes to take to remove these ob­
structions to agricultural work? 

Mr. FORSTER: I would refer my hon. 
and gallant Friend to the very fu l l answers 
given on the 17th and 26th March to my 
hon. and gallant Friend the Member for 
Epping and my right hon. Friend the Mem­
ber for Chelmsford, respectively. The 
arrangements for local settlement under 
the Defence of the Realm Losses Commis­
sion, referred to in the two answers quoted, 
have now been completed and were put 
into operation by an Army Council Instruc­
tion issued on 3rd Apri l . 

Major WHELER: May I take it that 
these trenches are to be dealt with 1 

Mr. FORSTER: Yes, Sir; I hope as 
quickly as possible. 

GERMAN POST OFFICES 
(OCCUPIED TERRITORY). 

17 and 18. Mr. EVELYN CECIL asked 
the Secretary of State for War (1) whether 
he can yet say what control, if any, has 
been taken over German civilian post 
offices in the territory under British 


