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It wes @ very grwt pleasure ’.“.o me to mceive your ' *\\

laf.ter dated September 21st, in which you awseriho& a1l your %\M

doings, end it gave ae greet gatisfaction to know how plessed A
your femily and friends ere with the sketch of you, which I

am &0 happy I took the opportunity to paint while you were

"here. I wes also pleased to hear how much your friend .
Gebriel Wells liked it. I only wish we could have ssen more

of you during your stay in london, and hope. this will be the

~ cese next time you visit Englund when we hope you '111 atay

with us. ,

I wish to theank you for tho photograph you aant me,
which 1 ull kesp among-t oy zost chorishod .souveanirs.

© Thank you slso for sending me the edaress of Légrddy.
k& will write to him im:ﬁediately, end will also mention the
portrait of Eerczag Ferenc, on which he is 80 keen. I a83Ure
~you I often think bow 1 could fulfil your and his desire
- regserding these portraita. and I also em very keen to paint
‘tham at the firat possible oppartunity. Both are eminent
men, and I would be proud to add them to the list of oute- .
standing persormlitie- uhem I have painted. '

» I am sure you will be intereated to hear that z heve
" received a delightful 1ettor from Bickoi Gorzd Handor, the
Librarian / :




Librarian to the Pastvirmegye, in-which he says that the
County Council wish me to paint the portiait of their
present great Flispan and Secrstary to State, Preazly

Elemér, and suggests their conditions. I feel very
fletteraed that they wish me to paint this picture, to be
added to the 1ist of historic portraits slready in their

" palece. I have replied to this effect, dbut 4id not

mention how or when I would paint theiportrdit, as they
did not, dbut if it cannot be exscuted here, I will try to
consider coning somehow in a quiet way to Budapest sbout
the beginning of next year. ' 1 could then paint the three
portraits. As soon as I have their reply, which & now -
expect every deay, I will write %o you agsin in this matter,
end Af I do come then to Budapest I could perhaps paint the
pictures in the villa which Dr. Légrddy so kindly offered
‘me, or, if the light is not sufficiently good, I might
possibly be sble to get somé place in the Tudomddyos
Academia - dut these are just pleasant 1dens atill. which

I hope may be happily fulfilled.,, o

I am very graterul indaod to you for getting the
‘restorer of the National Gellery in Budapest to put in good -
. condition the portrait of Wekerle and varnish thbat of the
Regent. It would not do to show the former portrait in
its present very bad condition. It will be 8 very interest-
ing collection to ses, all theae pictures including yaurs,
at. the Nemzeti Szalon. - ,

1 am happy to know that the President of the Hbusa
is 50 eager to show the Regent's partreit and especially
in the Nemzeti Szalon. - I bad a letter. from Kadame Hubay,
who 17 8 very old rriand ot mine, and they are delightod to
Know _ .
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know that the po:rt it %ill be thore. where their son dndor .

- now fills the posi¥ion of President which I once beld, when

. & came hoxne to Hungary after m mrmage. erty-au yeus v
ago. :

You write of an otfici.l preaantstion of the -
Regeni’s portrait in the Parliement, wher the decoration i
the President's room has been conpl.ted Will that mot ' .
clash with the time of the Nemzeti Szalon Exhibition? I
would be glad if you would inforks me as to this, as the v
‘officisal presentation is certainly a very importent eveat, .‘"’xy\i'

#nd ‘it would ds interesting if matters could be arrenged in -~ ! \\ ;

such & wdy thuat first 'the presentation would tske place, and

then after that the picture be ﬁenvered to the Hemzcti A
‘ zalon.g - 7 § ‘ o A\

I eam aonding you the ghotagzapha x promised - one’ ff '
of the Haharaja of :faipora, one of myeelf as @ soldisr, and
that of Zach Félicien. ' The lsst I painted when I came homs
from abroad after my military service which was detween 1892 -
‘amd 1893, when thers wus o general enthusiasm for historis. o
pdcturss. This plcture was f£irst 11 the poasession of the'
 Gerlicay family, who wers obliged after the #ar to sell 1t
here. Yon cem keap all these photographs.

v I am rel:levod thet yon want to shorten the history

- of my, life. As I alresdy mentionsd to you, I 4o not wish to amy
too much, 2s. I need all the materml Tor the book of my lifa,

. and for this acoasion 1 think a very short history, which you
‘have kindly undertaken to write, will be sufficfent. I will
Just give you a few hints of things . which you may not know of

. my varied, restlesa youth, when nothing 1ntareated me but tno

- one ides;, to becomc a paintor - an idea which net with aevere
oppos;t:lon in my parantal home. at any. rate OB |y rather'
side '
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side, but wlich opposition I woe able eventuslly to overcomo,,
and so gain independence to work for my one aim which, through |
unremitting work, and partly through the help of the Bnngarian
Government, I wus able to aohieve. o

I began_ %o draw alreaﬁy when I was six years old, and
neglected my studies for it. My first turning point was when
in the Képszinhdsz, at the time when Eva was Director, a ‘very
populer play wes produced, cglled "Strogoff Mihalyz. 4= There,
was & need for 1ittle boys end girls %o take pert in a @scene _
with 8 group of deportees to Siberis on a sinking burning ship.

Through & school friend 1 took part in this for several evantngs, {f;'

for which 1 received 10 Kréuzer an 6évening, which hade me very
proud. _But wh&t impressed me most wae the. setting, and the .
painted scenery. I mude the aequaintance of an employee of
the scene painter Lehwann, and beceme oObsessed with one idea -
to become a scene peinter. After much persussion X induced

ny Hbther;'aecretly,'and,unkno!m,tq my Father, to take me to
sse Lehmann. 1 remember so well the morning we were received -
in his studio on the fifth floor of the Képszinh.ésm D S
cennot deseribe my excitement when I was in the presence of, the
great men. When my mother told him of my ambition ke said -
“Well, but how could I employ your little boy? = You. must. iet

" him grow and study longer. The brushes with which we paint
ere higher than he 1s". However, when he looked .through my
drawings, which I hed specially done for that purpose, he .

decided to keep me. I was with'him for eight montha,. and was =

‘the happiest boy in the world, working very hard preparing
canvases, cooking colours, peinting small scale models of -
scenery - and later painting scenery 1tse1t; and already-aarning
money. There was a staff of twelve or fourteen people em-"
ployed, but one dsy when I had been there ebout eight months
Lehmsnn called me to him and asked me to carry fo* him a letter ,
%0 a young lady who I knew ‘called from time to: time (iike meny -
others) on my msater. . Bis aeking me to be hia nmasenger. to -

carry/
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carry a 1ovo letter 1n£‘nriated me to -uch an extent that I .
went home and told my wother I would not carry it, it wes too
grest an insult, end I would leuve him. I sent bsck the
letter to him, with one from me saying. thet I wes:not his
messenger, snd retused to return. It mode such em impression
on him that he, urote to me hmself asking ne to stay on, but

1 kept to my docision._

1 think gretefully gﬁ%d&ky J’énoa, Dimetor of the
8ehocl of Arts and (rafis, a iater of Kelety Gustay, Director
of the Rajztemdr Képezde and, of my Professors there, Gregus
Imre, Székely Barsalen, snd last but not least Professor Lotz -
all men oi‘ the higlieat 1ntegr1ty. ’

At twenty-one yaaz-e old, after 1 hgd left thc ¥unich

Acadew. I went to Paris, and wes g:lven introdudtions to
Munkdcey by Srmrecsdnyi, and Count Csaky, then Minister of
Education end Art. - Srmrecsdnyi was then the able and dis~
tinguishsd Secretary of the #ncsarnok.. .Opn-of. . my dreans wag
fulfilled when 1 found myeelf in the presence of lﬂunmécsy, and
after looking through ny drawinga he said "Many come here from
Hungery, but only & few live up to their’ duty. Either you

- will go up, in this big city, or you will go under.. - You must
concentrate on fulrilling the purposa for which you are bere."

Another event which made a great change in my 1ife

was when I met Miss I.ucy Cnmnaas, from Iroland, who nine years

later became my wife. 1t was in Munich, in 1892, in the laast
yoar of my time at the RKoyel Academy there, the seme yeer when
-1 begen my one yesr of nilitary service. - I prtaen‘cod myself.

for. service with my regiment, the 32nd Infbntry, on the lgt -

October, and before that I had studied end pagsed the nocn-aryf a

exemination to allow me to serve one year only.
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l&y firat officiel work on. my return t@ Bungary after _ »

that wes the then Prime Minister Wekerle, then Count Andor

Pestetits, and the great mniater of Justice Desidor do Szilagy. '

whose /-
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" hcademy in Munich; I received the prize of ‘the Kiberdtok K6re

whoso portrﬂit 1 nainte& for the" Palaia ae Inatice mt Szolnok.,

‘end another for the Palais de Justice 1m Budapest.

The first picture I exhibitad in Perze, which- had a

gréet success, was that of a little girl ‘Danielsa Grunelius;

whom' I painted in Fremkfurt in 18968. - In 1809 I painted ‘

- Prince Hohenlohe; at that time Chancellor of the Germsn

Empire, und st Home in 1900 I painted Pope Leo XIIT amd
Cardinal Rempolla. In Januvary 1892, while I was atill in the

for my picture of en 614 womsn whom I painted in the Bééaké
surrounded by 1iatening childron. :

In 1912 the King of Ehngary, Francis Josepn, raiaed
me to the nobility, after I had painted him for the third
time. : »

1 have given'you ahly'a few indications of' eVents'ot '

*importance in uy caresr, and I lesve it to your couaidaration
"~ ané gbod taste to work 1t out o your likiag. '~ There ere many

things which could be added, but you kuow thén, ehd if you went

_ to Know more you will find mﬁny details in "Who's ‘Who", of - - —
"which I am sura you’ poseess & .copy at tho Eéitorial Ofrice or“ o

the Pestl Hirlep, or write to me.

Haw ‘dear triend ‘befors 1 rinish I must-aak you

 ‘another ravour. b You m&y remamber that thr@ugh the fhter-""

mediary of Lady ‘Chilton, the wife of the formar Ambuasador,’
I wss spprosched to give & pieture to be sold by auction or.

lottery, for the benefit of wy Hungarien collesgues. ~ This
- was about two years ago. I heéard then that they were un&ble

to ratas the necesssry sum, since when I have heard nothing. “‘,i ! 37

 The picture 13 at present st the Ministry of Edncation, and - :
‘was henging in the office of H. d¢ Wlassicas, Sacratary to the - SRR

Ministry. 1 gave them.one>of uwy best works,-a Spaniah womam . . !
danding, threa—quarter 1ength, in its frame - I think ycu ’
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reproduced it at the time. I would have expected that theéy
would at leest let me know what they intend to do with 1t, o
end I would be very much obliged if you would look into this
affair, and find our what is their intention regarding the
picture. ) ,

: -Ho more just now, dear friend, but I hope to hear fram '
you agein soom, aru get furtner good news. v

My wife joins ms 1n.hest wishes anﬁ.warmeat regeris
to you and your wife. Pleouse ramember me to all your friends
whom we had the pleasure to meet at your honne, and eapeeially
~ to Légrddy, Farency and Kornis. ,
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