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19th May, 1930,

I have two letter of yours with me
here, one of April 20th and Zoﬂr~last one
enelosing the newspaper ecuttings for which
please accept my very best thanks. I hope
you will forgive me for not having scknowledged
them sooner, but sinecs I returned from Barcelona
my ususl amount of work was awalting me., Also
my new office as Freszident of the Royal Society
of British Artists keepa mé hard at 1t,

It was very kind of you to send me a
telegram telling me of Prims Festetica birthday,
snd 1 very wmuch appreciate thiz nice attention
on your part. We telegraphed to him immediately
and he acknowladged the telegram at once.

, No doubt you will have hesard that just
before 1 left Remlen lest week the Budapest Choir
keapt me very busy. We gave an "At Home” whem
they entertained over 150 of our guests here among
whom were the Hungarilan Minister and the whole
of the Lsgation; =also my friend, the owmer of
the Hew York Times with his wife whose portraits
I have just painted, They all enjoyed the after-
noon very mueh, and an article about 1t is going
to be published in the Kew York Times. The Choir
had a great recogticn in London. After the musaie
wvas over at onr "At Home" I was very much moved
as all of & audden, without giving me s&ny warning,
the Choir surrounded ms and the Lord Mayor of -
Budapest made a wonderful speech, I was scargely
able to control myself from bursting into tears
as I felt his words came from the depth of his
hesrt, and I was extremely moved when ths Cheir
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sang the Hungarian "Por he is & jolly good fellow,

As & socuvenir of the occesion I did s
sketch of the Lord Msyor. No doubt you will see
it in the Budapest Autusm Exhibition. VWe were
so happy to recelve those fine Hungarien fellows
in our home. They honoured me by handing me a
diploma as an honorary member of their Cholir. I .
was again in thelr company when present at ths
splendid dinner which Lord Rothermere and his aon
gave &t the Savoy Hotel in thelr honour. I never
saw such enthusiasm as there was that evening
between the Hungarisns and Lord Rothermere. The
following day I left for Paris and shall be here
until the end of this wonth with the excevtion of
& break on the 22nd when I have to return to
Lendon to receive the guests at a Solres which 1is
being given by the Royal Soclety of British Artists,
of which I am president. :

I am sorry I ghall miss you in Paris.
My portraits of Narshal Lyautsy and the bsautiful
Harchesa del Merito sre exhibited in the Salon,
and they have great success. I awm enclosing here~
with a reproduction of the lady's pilcture.

Row, dear friend, I must repeat again
what I would beg vou to do for me for certain, as
I have given my promise regsrding it. Would you
bs good enough to send me a print of Count
Bethlen's portralt and ask him kindly to sign it
for Nr. James Speysr, the banker in New York whom
the Prime Minddter kmows. Mr. Speyer's great
desire is to possess that picture, snd as he 1is
coming over to England about the middle of June
I should like to be able to let him have it then.
He 13 a great ft#tend of mine too, so dear friend,
do your best for me.

In regard to my Grand Prix in Barcelons,
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I cannot ge into detddl about it to-day but hope .
to write again or see you personslly concerning
it. To come to the point, hewever, I wish to
tell you that a vory dirty trick has been played
thers on me, and I do not believe the stories ’
which Ryttkay snd Dery have told you nor those
they have t01d me,  Faney? s11 thoss pilctures
vwhich received & prize had tabletz fixed on them,
but mine had not one. I have my 1des whet their
plen was, and be assured that I am not of that
material, as you kmow, to let "sleeping dogs 1lis,."
This matter must be cleared up at 81l costs, and
if necessary, I shall have 1tggade public. I do
not need either Ruttkay's o Déry's goodwill, It
is my work which counts and which has besn awarded
the prize by the International Jury. I never had
the idees to exhibif in the FHungerian Pavilionj it
was Dery and Ruttkey who asked the King for ny
portralts without my knowledge, and I only received
8t the time a telegram from Dery asking for the
portralts to be zhown In the Hungarian Pavilion.
That was last year at the beginning of ths
Axhibition, and I have hed no%other correspondence
regarding the watter sines then., My appearance
in Barcelona was certainly a surpriss to Hr,
Ruttimy, and I think they thought that I should
take no further intersst in the question. If I
had not been there and lunehed with my frisnd,
Comte de Cuells, who is the Prasidant of the whole
Fxhibition, I should never hsve ssen the medal.

I will not tell yom more to-day except
that Dery had the aundacity the other day, after
what has happened, tc telegraph to London to ask
ne for my permission %o have my portraits of the
Prince of Plesmonte and a Spenish lady, which are
oxhlbited in the International Exhibition in
Venice, exhibited in the Hungarian Pavilion. I
of course rsfused his request,

- ¥e are all very well and look forwerd
to s9e you and your family this summer in London.
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Please remember me to dear Eqith end
your son, and be good and let me have your news
as soon as possible,

I dtctated thisrletter to ny Secrsiary
tiln Paris, and now I am sending it to you from
ome.,




