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What will vou think of me for not
having written to you for the last two months?
I assure you it is not negligenes on my part:
you kmow me well enough for that, dbut sinoe my
election as President of the Roval Soeciety of
British Artiets I tave had $o deal with an
onormous amoumt of ex$ra work. I drought a
pile of letters with me here and even have my
Seorstary with me in order to get through all
my sorrespondenegs,

All you t211 me of your doings interests
me very mash. The photoyraphs of the sketches,
which I am returning to you, plessed me very much,
and I am sure that, since you have been studying
after nature in Rome, you must have made great
progress. Be patiemt, and stiek to the flag!

I am sure you will get on,

It was a very great disappointment %o
us both not to have been adble to scarry out cur
plans to meaet you in Rome, but you will under-
stand by now what happened, I had to go to
Bargcelonas where I was awarded the Grand Prix of
the International Exnhibition there, and while
there Y had news of wy election as President of
the Royal Soolety of British Artists and was
obliged to rush baock to London,

I wish to thank you for your portrait
drawing which I shall keep as a nice souvenir,
and also for sending me the enclosed photo%ughs
after the pictures by your friend, Damnte Riocel,
He 18 cortainly & very talented mean, and I like
his apirit of romsnee so mach, V¥hen I get back

of o




to London I shall not fall te show the photographs
either te the Fine Art Sesioty or to Enocedler and
will do my best $o fulfil his and your desire.

You are wise to go to Plorence; you
will be enchanted with it., The Galleries there
are in many ways more perfast than in Rome, more
sontralised from every point of view, smaller so
that you can enjoy them more sasily, and no doudt
you will find there a still better school than in
Rome. You will see in the Ufizzi my own portrait
vhen I wes yomger with dark hair, ¥How I am
beginning to be & desrepit 0l4 man, dut with a
young heart and with the same love for my work.

Before I left Londom I had the Budsi
Cholir at my home when they entertained over 1350
of my guests at an "At Heme". They had a very
successful visit to London.

I shall be staying bers until the end
of this month axcept for a break on the £8nd when
I have to return home to receive the guests at a
Soiree which 1z being given by the Royal Society
of British Artists, of which I am president, The
following day I return here, Luey will follow me
on the 28¢th, and also Stephen for a few days. Ve
then return home at the dbeginning of Fune.

I have some interesting aitters here,
and in the Salon I have exseptiomally great sucocess
with my portraits o NMarshsl Lyautey and the
¥arohesa desl kerito. It may also interest you te
know that I have in the Veniece Intermational Art
Exhibition a portrait of the Prince of Pismonte
and ome of & Spanish ledy, Madame Ortis Linaris.
No doudt you will endeavour to go to Venice and
will see the Exhibitien.

I dictated this letter in Paris and
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anm "gnéﬂf it here. I do hope 1%t will reach you
as you tted to give me your eddress in Florence.,

¥uoh lusk, old fellow, and let mo see
some of your drawings, and write soon.

“e all send you our love,

Ever yours,




