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&th Jenuary, 1927.

My dear Friend,

Sinta I had the yreat plessure of sending,
from us both, ocur heartiest best wighes f{or many
happy rzturns on your 80th birthday - I have besn
hoping every day to be ahle to write %o you, but owing
to the grest preoccupation of my time, the days have
passed away eo fast that [ huve hardly noticed nhow
long has gone by. :

Now, however, that the Chriatmas and New Year

_ festivities are over I.do not wish to welt a roment

longer without snending you Pcme news from us st the
beginning of 1927. :

¥ie have our ’féﬁrﬁb‘ﬁéﬁé’ﬁhc&e‘wéﬁﬁ‘ had & delightfuli——— o=
Chrietmas and Srlvester Night te gave & vory muuceasful
Dance for Paul, our third non, who -neme of age, and

.only, at that Dance, which was crowded with "outhfu’

dencers ~ did I reslime how popular he ie - they were
all nostly young people from Oxford and Gambridwe.,

At present, as uaual, 1 am very buey,and am just
now peinting a moet interesting man, of whom you will
have heard, Lord Reading, in hia Viceregal Robes, for -
the palece at, Delhi, qnd many othersa.

From the middle of February we are going first
to Liasbon - then on to Madrid, where we have been
invited by the Xing - and before returnins home I hope
to spend two or three weeks in the South and d6 some
studles for myself, so we shall use the time while the -
boys are eway to be ahsent from ‘home, and return shout
the end of Merch. v -




1 was very pleased to gse your son and daughtar~in-

'laa at my Paris gtudio - I think they were st my reception there,

then I saw them 1uet'for a few minutes herse, at our house,
but no doubt you will have heard from them.

Girliczy told me that your daughtereinelew wculd -
like to have a sketch by me. I hope I shall be sble to
do so, but I did not know, heforehand, of their coming
and all uy hours, just then,were eo taken up, thst it was
impossible, but I do hope your eon arother time, will let
me know in good time, sc that I can do that sketch, wHich
would give me grea* pleaeure. ’

I wes ec pleaaed to see your son in the beat of
health after sll those months of suffering, end we ghall
much look forwerd to heering from you 'snd getting good news
that you and your dear wife sre also in tne oeet of health.

Time ie now 5et¥1ng on, and my boys all groning up K
end getting their own responsibilities, but.I weo glad - o — -

sroges, "PFOl your writing, that your hand is still unchanged,
in spite of the 80 yeers,and that you keep your youth.

I hope the Almighty may bless me in the euse way when T am 80
end that I shall etill n«sld my brueh with "the same certainty
ag you do the pan! .

Agaln wzth our united best wvekea Tcr the ﬂew éur
and‘msny happy years to. cume, -

Believe me, )

Yours very devpted,




