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1869, 30th April.

1882

1889 (about)

1891, December.

1892,

1892,

1893, November,

RE DE LASZLO.

TAELE of DATES.

Philip Alexius Laszlo de Lombos born in Budapest,

Hungary.

Wins States Art Scholarship and studies at Venice

and Munich, gaining Silver Mecia,l at Munich Academy.

Enters Julian Academy in Paris and obtains Second

Prize.

Returns to Hungary, and wins Grand Prize of the

Hungarian Art Society, value £150.

Served for two months in Hungarian Army, but was
dismissed from all further service in the Army on
account of a physical defect. Returned again to
Royal Academy, Munich, and studded there for five or

six months.

At the age of 23, when studying at Munich, Mr. de
Laszlo meets Miss Lucy Guinness, who with her sister,

was then studying music at Munich.

Invited to go to Bulgarian Court to paint the Royal
Family and the‘Metropolitan of Sofia.




1895, March.

1897.

1898.

1899, March.,

1899, November.

1899

1900

1900 » June,

Commissioned by the qﬂuxigaztijéh Goverament %o procefed,
to Dresden to copy t?ie only existing authentic
portrait of Prince ﬁénszaa;koczy, who reigned in
Hungary at the time'o"fl’"Louis Qua torze. Obtained a
number of comx‘nissionstin :Drevsd’en and remained there

executing them.

Returned to Hungary and built a house and studio at
Budapest, having at that time the intention of viiving

at Budapest. L e

Mr. de Laszlo visits Cowes to paint two portraits and
while there writes to Miss Guinness, and meets her

with her mqthé;‘ in ;-L'ondon.
Painted Hoheiiiohr the German Chancellor at Potsdam.

Made Sketch of the Empress and others but never met

Kaiser.

Received Gold Medal at Paris Salon for a portrait
exhibited there, the Gold Medal carrying with it for

life the Certificate of Hors Concours.

Went to Rome and painted portrait at the Vatican of
Pope Leo XIII, the portrait being exhibited at the
Paris Salon in the same year, for which he was awarded

the large Gold Medal,

Commissioned by Queen Victoria to paint for her a .
portrait of General Sir George White for St. James!

Palace, which he does in London.
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1900, 7th June.

1901.

1901, 11lth June.

1901.

1901.

1903.

1903, September.

1904/1906.

1904, 6th July.

1905,

i

Mr. ._\de,_La_szlo_iland Miss ,Gugﬁhéss married at

Stillorgan Parish cb»wch, }’éo. Dublin,

" Mr. de Laszlo while painting at the Hague makes the
8 acquaintance and becomea later very friendly with

' Madame Van Biemsdykvwha“_huaband was Royal Librarian

brother in 1a.'w Dirr‘“‘ T oof famous Rycks Museum at
Ams terdam aud 'brothcr"‘ninia ter for Foreign Affairs

in Holland. +

i Shwenimy V o >

Son Henry born; Budapest.

Visited France to -ﬁarht portraits of the family of
the Duc de Gramont a.nd lived nearly the whole of
that year in rrance Engla.nd and Ireland.

Mr. and Mrs. de Laszlo take a house in Brittany.

Mr. and Mrs,., de Laszlo return to Budapest.

Mr. and Mrs. de Laszlo sell their house in Budapest,

and have not resided in Hungary since.

Mr. and Mrs. de Laszlo reside at Vienna, but make

frequent visits to England aml Irelani.
Son Stephen born, Vienna.

Received in recognition of services to Art, the
Legion of Honour of the French Republic.




1906.

1906 6th January.

1907.

1907.

1907/8.

1907,

1908,

1908,

1908.

Awarded Gold Medal for portralt exhlbited at ‘
International Art Exhibltion at Venice. The portrait
was bought byﬁthe Isallan Govepnment for the Modern
Gallery in Rome. 1 |

Son Paul, born, Vienna.

Mr. and Mrs. de{Laézlo,leave Vienna, to settle in
England prior to doingvsq de Liaszlo leaves a fund
deposited in the Bodén Credit Anstalt Bank to be
remitted at stated intervals to his family and poor

relationse.

Mr. and Mrs. de Laszlo settled in London, taking a

house in Hanover Terrace, Regent's Parke.

Made Hénorary Member of the Royal Society of British
Artists, London, Royal Soclety of Portrait Painters,
National Portra;t ‘Society, and elected a member of

Burlington Fine Arts Club.

Holds an Exhibltlon at ‘the Fine Art Society, Bond
Street, of English portraits.

-»>

Paints portrait of the Kaiser.

Visits White House, Washington, to paint President

Roosevelt.

Acquires lease for seven, fourteen or twenty-one
years of No. 3, Palace Gate, and also lease of a studio
at Camden Hill, Mr. and Mrs. de Laszlo have resided

e#er since at Palace Gate with their children.
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1909, 26th March.

1909.

27th Decr. 1909

1910,

1910,

1911l.

1912 Tanuary )

\ to .
1914 August '

1912.

1912.

' Exhibits at the International Exhibition, Barcelona,

Son Patrick born, ﬁéﬁdon.;ﬁ,“'

b ST

Decorated with thé“?@g_@gian'Order.u

Dr. Carlo. W;,Collucci of Sianna Manager of the
Italian Review‘Vita d'Arto writes to De Laszlo asking
for periodical newz Q! his travels exhibitions &ec.

and = friendship ensu@a between them.
Visits Spainﬁand}paints King of Spain. -

Invited by'ifaliangﬁdvernment to paint his own
po:trait‘to.be-hﬁné"in Uffizi Galleries, Florence,
and later elected Societair of Milan Academy

Mr. de Laszfq3135anxious t0 purchase freshold of a
larger house in Lbndqy containing a stduio and
suitablaﬂfqi;perm&nent.occupation and Mr. Reginald
Bloomfieldiand ﬁf;lprentier consider from time to

time the suitability of several houses.

"Mr. de Laizro-makhé regular remittan¢es to his mother

and family amounting in all to K. 33,021 (N.B. He
made payments before 1912 but it has not been.thought

necessary to extract particulars prior to this).

’-

‘awarded Gold Medal. Pictures placed in the English

Section of the Exhibition.

BExhibits ‘at Amsterdam and reeeives the higheét honour

of the International Exhibition.




1912.

1912, 20th October.

1912,

1912, November

1912 end
or
1913 early

913, March.

1913, July.

1913.

. Interview re%érted ih "Pgll Mall Magazine" in which

Received from the K%, '@fnggngary,,in recognition of
a Patent of Hereditary Nobility =

bhis services to Arég

Made an Aasociate.dfiihe~30éiétq Nationals de France.

Son Tohn, born, London.

i

Mr. de Laszlo writes t0 his brother and tells him of

his intention to become an English citizen.

Mr. de Laszlo infbims interviewer of his intention to

become a naturalizgd"nnglishman.

Mr. de Laszldgﬁhile on a visit to Cambridge consults
Professor Qpp;nheiﬁ as to requirements to caryy
through his ﬁafﬁfélization and shortly after again
consults'Piofessofﬁoppenhéim when the latter calls

upon him in Londen.

Mr. de Laszlo paints Lord Curzon,,and informs him of
his desire to be ﬁéxuralised._ In the same year he

aléo told Lord Devonport ofﬁhia‘decision.

Mr. de Laszlo paints Baron Forster, and informs him

of his decision to becomematuralised in Englénd.

Mr. de Laszlo when presenting a picture to the Englis
National Gallery informs Trustees of his intention to

become naturalised.




1914, February.

1914.

1914, June.

1914, June.

1914, July 13th.

1914, July 1l4tn.

1914, July 15th.

1914, July 21st.

1914, July 21st.

1914, July 22nd.

Mr. and Mrse. de Laszlo visit the Collieries at Sienna.

Mr. da'Laszlo contracts to purchase freehold house at
Hampstead through Messrs. Lofts & Warmer for £16,000

and pays £1,000 deposit.

Mr. de Laszlo while painting portrait of Mr. A.J.
Balfour informs him of his decision to become

naturalised.

Mr. de Laszlo discusses question of Waturalisation
with Lord Devonport, who offers to become one of his

Referees. -

Mr. de Laszlo sees his Solicitor, Mr. St. Quintin, and
instructs him to take up and carry through

Naturalieat}on.

Mr. St.Quintin obtains frum Home Uffice necessary

forms for signature.

Mr. St. Quintin calls on de Laszlo and arranges for
him to write asking Sir A.Lee,Lord Devonport,Mr.Bale-
fdur and Mr.H.Guinness to act as Sponsons.Mr. de
Laszlo having already mentioned to these gentlemen in

previous years his intention to become naturalised.

Mr. de Laszlo signs necessary papers for Naturaliza=-

tion.

Sir A. Lee signs naturalization papers.

Lord Devonport signs naturalization papers.




1914, 23rd July. Austria - Hungary present 48 hour ultimatum to Serbia.

1914, 24th July. Mr. A.J. Balfour signs naturalization papers which are

sent on the same day to Ireland for signature by Mr.

Guinness.

1914 27th)Ju1y Mr. de Laszlo writes to his brother informing his
about

family that he has become a naturalised Englishman and

Extract from such letter said to have been published

in a Budapest paper.

The letter is believed to be in the following

terms (=

"My hand trembles when I think in how serio

"an hour I write these lines, and I fear that

"whij}e I sit quietly here at my table and write

"already perhaps many brave Hungarians have lost

"theirgiives on account of the predatory Servian
'nation; Another serious thing has also happeﬁed,
"I have signed the papers relating to Britis
;citiéenéhip, and for three weeks past have been
"s British subject. The customary witnesses who
"téstify that for five years theyv had known me as
"a man of honour were my friends the Members of
"Parliament Lord Lee, Mr. Balfour, Lord Devonport
"and Mi; Guinness. It cost me a severe mental
"conflict, but on account of my five sons I had

®to do 4it".
1914, 238th July. Naturalisation papers returned by Mr. H. Guinness
completed and are ludged the same day with the

Home officee.

1914, 28th July.  Austria Hungary declare War on Serbia.




1014 1lst August

1614 10th August

1914 12th Avugust

1014 290+th August. Naturalisation Certificate granted.

1914 12th August
to end

1914 August

1914 1st September

1lcl4 8th' October

1l¢l4 2nd November

Payments made by Mr. de Lap‘lo‘from January 1912 to
this date in order to help his family K 33,021,

France declare War on Austria Hungagyy

England declares War upon Austria-Hungary and de Laszlo
is unable to communicate with his family direct. He is
told the proper course is to have his letters posted

in a neutral country.

Mr. de Laszlo sends two letters to his mother (75 years

of age) and family through Mr. Colucecl

Mr. de Laszlo writes to Mrs. Van Riemsdyk asking her

to forward letters to his family .

Mr. de Laszlo writes on form printed and supplied by
the Boden-Credit Anstalt Bank instructing them to pay
K 200 to Johanna Laud and X 180 to Rosa Kramer .

Mr, Qe Laszlo writes on printed form to the Boden-
Credit Anstalt ﬁank inst?ucting them té fay to Marcel
Laszlo K., 1200 to Rosa Kramer K. 1,000 to Szerena Laszlo
K.1,000 and Paulina Valentin. K. 780 ,

Mr. de Laszlo writes on printed form to the Boden-Crédit
Anstalt Bank instructing them to pay K. 200 to Johanna

Laub and K. 60 to Rosa Kramer .




1914, November.

1914 9th November.

1915, February.

1915 (end)

1vl5 December.

Mr.vde Laszlo receiﬁ#svyaftérs'from his brother Marcel
thet the Fungariasn e ot d ke nio._Firthes payments
on Mr. de Laazlo'éjﬁcésunt, as his credit had been
confiscated by the-Austrdan Government on the ground
that he was an alien enemy. Amount séized upwards of

£20,000.

Mr. de Laszlo for the first time remits a draft
furnished by the London County & Westminster Bank to
Madame van Riemsdyk, and future payments amounting

in all to £2,500 were made in this way.

Mre. de'Laszio'reqeives news through letter from Mrs.
Charles Rothéchif&'to his wife that his mother is
dead, and wires Madame van Riemsdyk asking her to wire
to his brother to meet him in Amsterdam. On the
following'day”Mr; Laszlo receives visit from police
requesting explanation of telegram. He explains fully,
and shows the police-.letter of Mrs. Charles Rothschilkd
which satisfies them.

~

Mr. de Laszlo, not having keard from his family for a

- long time, wires Madame van Riemsdyk asking her to

send a telegram to them.
Madame vam Riemsdyk writes to de Laszlo and suggestis

he shall send his letters through the Dutch Minister's

Bage.

=1 (=




1916, 2nd June Mr. de Laezléfior'tﬁa)laot time remits money to hie

family throuéhfladiﬁn f Biemodyk. He ceased

,,fa;w told him that it was

‘because hia m@ther}

improper to aend m@npy out of the country.

Pt

1916, 3rd August Mr de Laezld}ééagﬁ

et

Atpaaqn¢5;etters through the

Dutch linietei!a;bagfbﬁt continueé to receive some

letters from ﬂadam€~van Riemsdyk by this 'meahs. He

ceased becauae ne“hear¢ the Dutch Minister say

the English. i‘oreigw uffice objected.

1916 27th September Mr. de Laszlo palnta portraita in London of Baron
' Meyendorff Attache at the Ruesian Embassy at Madrid

and hands Baron Heyendorff cheque for £200 to be

used in diecparging hhe expensea in London, and
Baron Meyendqrff arrange to transmit a 1ike amount
to Mr de Laszio'e family Mr de Laszlo did not
consider this a contravention of:the rule against

sending money out.@f the countrye.

1916 end. Baron Meyendorff writes that he has not been able
to remit the money to Mr de Laszlo's family.

1917 early.
Mr. de Laszlo writes to his brother, asking him if

he has received the money through Meyendorff

1917. March Mr de Laszlo visited by Police Inspector from the
Kensington Church Street, Pélicé S8tation as to
remittances. Mr de Laszlc informs hﬁmtthat;money was
sent and means by which it was sent. (This visit was

Provoked by Laszlo's letter to his brother).




1917, March

1817, Spring.

1917,

Mr. Wyatt Williama,fcbégﬁéfed accountant, from the
Home Office, investigates Mr. de laszlo's booké and

correspondence.

Mr. and Mrs. de laszlo, after having obtained a
permit, call at AlexéﬁdrauPaidce internment Camp to
see Mr. de Wbress; who¥§fior to his internment had
been a visgitor atltheif house, on the introduction of
the Rev. Mr. Hankinson, a Unitarian Minister. Mr. and
Mrs. de laszlo ar? 1nformed on arrival by Czeisner, an
Hungarian pianist whom they had not met before, that

de Weress has been removed to the Isle of Man, de

Weress while interned applied to Mr. de-Laszlo for
financial assistance, and was lemt" £20, and

subsequently paid £5 each month up to the present time.

Czeisner also at instance of Reverend Mr. Hankinson

is paid an allowance of £2 a month.

Hankinson states he has a friend who was a Unitarian

at Scotland Yard.

1917 (Barly Spring).Gave clothes and £4 toa Hungarian at an Internment

19217 (Summer).

1917, June 14th.

Camp th'writes that he was in need of help. This man

was personally unknown to de Laszlo.
Agssisted Mrs. Ferency who had a sick child and whose
need brought to Mr. de laszlo's attention by Mr.

Hankinson.

Alleged letter from Switzerland.




1917, 15th June.

1917, 16th July.

1917, 16th July.

1917, 17th July.

1917, 15th August.

X

Mr. de Laszlo requgét@d‘td ¢a11 upon‘Pﬁblic Prosecutor,
to whom he gives all\infafmation. He ié warned

against sending money, "and signs an undertaking never
to do so agaln.k ‘

X

Alleged letter to German Legation at Berne.

Mr. de Laszlo, while'painting portrait of the Hon.
Miss Joicey, is visited Dby a Hﬁngarian who appears to
be in great disfress and who-in the course of conversa-

tion says he has escaped from an Internment Campe. Mre

~de Laszlo informa the man that he had no busimess to

call on him, but not of pity for his obviously dis=-
tressed condition gives him a sovereign which he
borrows from;Miss‘Ioicey, Later in the day, on returning
to the country, Mr. de Laszlo realises the gravity of
the situation and decides that he must inform the

police, and give the man up.

Mr. de Laszlo has his studio searched for the address
of the Hungarian he had assisted, and finally finds

the pieces‘of the envelope coantaining it in the dustbin
He attends at the Church Street Police Station and
gives them the eanvelope and information which enables

Qhe rolice to recapture the Hungariane.

Inspector Parker searches lr. de Laszlo's studio at

Campden Hill, and 3, Palace Gate Gardens.
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1917, 15th August.

1917, August.

1917, 21lst September.
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Mr. de Laszlo interviewed by Mr. Basil Thompson at
Scotland Yard - Shorthand note taken of Pproceedings. '
After interviewvmr. de Laszlo returns to his hodse,,ﬁ?

i7ith police to whom he gives every assistance. In

the afternoon he is again interviewed by Mr. Baail*fé

Thompson who reads him a long letter in French
purporting to thank Mr. de Laszlo for information
given about ships, aeroplanes, etc. Mr. de Laszlo

asks to see the lattér, but is refuseéd.

Mr. de Laszlo further interviewed by Mr. Basil
Thompson with regafd to visits to internment camp

and letters received from Italy.

Mr. de 1a8zlo arrested at Datchet, and handed a
document containing the following charges :- L5
"It is alleged against Philip Alexius

"Laszlo de Lombos (1) That he is of hostile
”origiﬁ havipg been born in Hungary of
"Hungarian parents. (2) That he is of hostile
"agsociations by reason of his cdrrespondence
"with persons in enemy countries, the assistance
"rendered by him to an escaped Austrian Prisoner
"ol waf; and his correspondence, gifts and
"vis}tg to interned Hunggrians in this countrye.
*(3)~That, having régard to his pro-Hungarian
"sympathies ahd Propaganda, to his surreptitious
"communicat ions through:the‘Diplomatic Bag of a
"neutral country with persons in enemy countries
"and to the apologia written by him to a
"Hungarian néwapaper with regard to his
"naturalisation, he cannot be regarded as -

"otherwise than a disloyal British subject,




1917,
1917,

1917,

1917,

1917,

1918,

1918,

1918,

21lst September.
26th Septembere.

llth October.

7th Novembere.

20th December.

17th January.

19th Februarye.

l4ath May.

"as being, in consequence, a potential danger

"to the public safety and the pefence of the

"Realm". v
Mr. de Laszlo

Mr. de Laszlo

Mr. de Laszlo

Committee.

Mr. de Laszlo

" Hollowaye.

Mr. de Laszlo

Committee.

Lord peresford in the House of Lords charges Mr. de |
Lasz ;o with having become naturalised seven days
‘before the War in order to,escape liability to fight\’

for his own country etce.

Lord Beresford apologises for his statements of the

17th January.

Mr. de Laszlo

from Holloway to Nursing Home.

confirmed in Brixton Goal.

appears before the Advisory Committee.

‘égéfﬁ%éppears before the Advisory

L

rehoved from Brixtom Prison to

again appears before the Advisory

Ly

owing to breakdown of health, removed
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